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CAPCA Legislative Days

Plant Doctors at the Capitol
CAPCA Staff

Building on the successes of the last two years of Government 
Relations Engagement, 12 CAPCA leaders attended the third 
annual Legislative Days at the State Capitol in March. The 
event opened with Tim Johnson, California Rice Commission 
President and CEO presenting how the rice industry 
rebranded to become the Environmental crop. The discussion 
sparked a number of new ideas that CAPCA members may 
see in future months as we continue to tell the story of the 
PCA in new ways.

The group headed to the Capitol immediately after, meeting 
Bill Lyons, the newly appointed liaison to the Governor on 
Agriculture and water, on local issues from their Chapters. 
Lyons was engaged with members suggesting new pathways 
for solutions and inviting engagement in the field through 
upcoming Ag tours meant to educate key staff in the 
Governor’s circle. 

Although this year’s program followed some of the meetings of 
previous years - CAPCA invited six County Ag Commissioners 

L-to-R: Kem Cunningham, Ruthann Anderson, Paul Crout, 
Rick Harrison, Assemblyman Devon Mathis, Sandy Ellis 
(CACASA), Karen Overstreet (San Benito Agricultural 
Commissioner), John McClenahan.

Jeff Rasmussen providing Plant Doctor presentation 
to students and parents.

(Photo, right) L-to-R: Rick Wescott, Jeff Rasmussen, Assemblyman 
Vince Fong, Ruthann Anderson, Ruben Arroyo (Riverside County 
Agricultural Commissioner), Matt Siverling (CACASA), Dennis 
Fuller, Lisa Herbert (Sutter County Agricultural Commissioner)

GOVERNMENT



16        CAPCA ADVISER | APRIL 2019

to join us for individual Legislative Visits to promote our collaboration 
with CACASA on the BeeWhere pilot program and ask for their support 
on AB450 – a CACASA sponsored bill to clean up bee notification 
language.

Discussion about county issues continued over dinner, including 
Cannabis, Standing Water and Chlorpyriphos. The newly launched 
Agri-Pulse West team joined the group to hear more about local issues 
and gather leads to highlight topics of value for PCAs as CAPCA 
encourages membership to listen to daily Agri-Pulse podcasts and read 
weekly newsletter as part of their member benefits.

Day two was filled with regulatory focused meetings with Doreen 
D’Adamo from the State Water Resource Control Board and Deputy 
Secretary for Legislation Rachael O’Brian and Science Advisers Dr. 
Amrith Gunasekara and John Steggall from California Department 
Food and Agriculture.

As CAPCA continues to explore ways to tell their story to Legislators, 
CAPCA Member Kem Cunningham and Government Relations 
Co-Chair Jeff Rasmussen revived the old Plant Doctor program 
slides. Presenting to a group of 25 Students and Parent Chaperones – 
Rasmussen discussed the tools of the “Plant Doctor” including passing 
around loops and magnifying glasses before pulling out the umbrella of 
pesticides with prescribed tools Plant Doctors use to help keep plants 
healthy. The analogy of the Plant Doctor resonated well with students 
and parents as they interacted with plants and insect specimens after 
the presentation.

The event closed through a discussion with California Farm Bureau 
Federation President Jamie Johansson on crossover issues between 
the two organizations. CAPCA is grateful for attendees, Legislators, 
Regulators and County Ag Commissioners who contributed and 
participated in this successful event. 

Bill Lyons, Agriculture Liaison with the Office of Governor Newsom Jeff Rasmussen engages students in the Plant Doctor presentation

L-to-R: Nick Lupien, Milton O’Haire (Stanislaus County Agricultural Commissioner), Henry Buckwalter, Gary Silveria,  
Rick Gurrola (Tehama County Agricultural Commissioner), Patrick Dosier.


