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News and Information for September 2018

Industrial Hemp
Senate Bill 1409, which updates Division 24 of the Food and Ag Code, is one step closer to the Governor’s
signature. Once the revisions to the Industrial Hemp Code are in effect and regulations are developed, fees
can be set by CDFA and the registration process can begin for growers of industrial hemp. We are hopeful for
our interested growers (and there are many growers interested both local and from out of town) that this will
be in early 2019.

Chlorpyrifos Update
Chlorpyrifos has recently been in the news for two reasons. First, it was recently designated as a Toxic Air
Contaminant (TAC) in California by the Scientific Review Panel. This means that chlorpyrifos will be subject to
additional review by DPR and other agencies governing air quality. This is likely to result in additional
mitigation measures to reduce human exposure within the next few years. Part of this process involves a
public comment period that should begin in September or October. I will update the industry once the dates
are available.
The second reason that chlorpyrifos has been in the news is that the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ordered
the US EPA to ban this product, as was planned by the previous administration. US EPA has yet to respond to
this decision, but can choose to appeal. Per a DPR spokesperson, California is not making any immediate
changes. They are watching this issue and if the US EPA moves to revoke registration and tolerances for
chlorpyrifos, California would do the same.
Chlorpyrifos continues to be used in Imperial County largely on alfalfa and sugar beets under the trade names
Dursban, Govern, Lorsban, Stallion, Vulcan, Warhawk, etc. CAC staff will continue to watch this issue closely
and report significant regulatory changes or proposals to industry.

Detection of Dudaim Melon, an A rated Noxious Weed, in Imperial County
During a production nursery inspection in August, our office detected dudaim melon which is a class A-rated
noxious weed. A survey of the entire nursery resulted in no further dudaim melon detections. A one-mile
radius survey from the nursery resulted in one additional positive confirmed dudaim melon plant, and two
additional cucurbit, melon-like plants that were not confirmed as dudaim melon.
Due to the economic and environmental significance, hybridization capabilities with other melon crops, and
threat of the dudaim melon as a noxious weed, the Imperial County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office is
consulting with CDFA botanists to confirm appropriate follow-up measures are taken to keep this A-rated pest
from becoming established in our county. If you see or suspect this pest, please immediately call our office
with the exact location.
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Bee Safe Program Information
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) secured state general funds for three years,
beginning in FY 2018/2019, to develop and implement a program intended to protect pollinators, primarily the
European honeybee (Apis mellifera), and the beekeeping industry, from negative impacts caused by theft,
pests, lack of adequate forage and exposure to pesticides.

CDFA Produce Safety Program - Produce Safety Rule
The California Produce Safety Program is a unit operating under the California Department of Food and
Agriculture’s (CDFA) Inspection Service Division. It exist to help California produce farmers understand how to
comply with the requirements of the Produce Safety Rule under the Food Safety Modernization Act. The rule
became effective January 26, 2018. The Produce Safety Program will spend 2018 working to make sure
California produce farmers understand the requirements of the Produce Safety Rule. Farms designed as
“large” (those with annual sales greater than $500,000) are expected to comply with the rule beginning in
2019. Smaller farms will be phased in over the next few years. For more information, please visit
www.cdfa.ca.gov/producesafety/

Free Small Flock Egg Producers Workshop
Our office together with the California Department of Food and Agriculture invite the industry and the public
to attend a free Small Flock Egg Producers Workshop on September 20, 2018 from 10:00 am to 3:30 pm at the
Farm Credit Services Southwest Ag Center located at 485 Business Parkway in Imperial. Egg producers and
those interested in producing eggs are welcome to attend. Participants should RSVP to (916) 900-5090 before
September 17, 2018. For more information and resources visit www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/mpes/esqm.html

Crop Report 2017
The 2017 Crop and Livestock Report is now available in print at our office. To request a hard copy, please stop
by our office at 852 Broadway in El Centro. The report is also available online at our website.
www.co.imperial.ca.us\ag
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Dudaim Melon [Cucumis melo L. var. dudaim (L.) Naudin] other common names: Smellmelon;
pomegranate melon; Queens Anne’s pocket melon.
DESCRIPTION:
This weed is a summer annual weed variety of muskmelon. Stems or vines can grow up to 10 m long, they lie
upon the ground forming large mats. Leaves alternate, palmate shallow-lobed to angled, 7-8 cm long and 5 cm
wide. Leaves and stems are covered with short stiff hairs. Dudaim melon flowers March through November.
Fruit are produced from March until the first frost. Fruit is more or less edible. The melons are oblong to round,
3 to 6 cm wide. Immature fruit is covered with short, stiff hairs, and it is green but it becomes mottled or striped
with yellow or orange, or it is solid yellow or orange when mature. Each fruit contains about 270 seeds. Seeds
are 5mm long. The seed resemble cantaloupe seed in shape and color. The seed germinates year round, except
when temperatures are freezing. The germination rate is 95%. Dudaim melon can hybridize with other
muskmelons, including commercial cultivars of cantaloupes making the presence of dudaim melon in
commercial cantaloupe fields highly undesirable. Dudaim melon can be found in agricultural fields, roadsides or
disturbed sites, ditches or where water is plentiful. It has been reported southeastern Sonora Desert (Imperial
Co.). It is a California noxious weed. It is also listed as a state noxious weed in Arizona.

CDFA 2001

(442) 265-1500 • fax: (760) 353-9420
agcom@co.imperial.ca.us

852 Broadway Street, El Centro, CA 92243
http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/ag/

FREE SMALL FLOCK EGG
PRODUCERS WORKSHOP

Imperial County Department of Ag and CDFA, Egg Safety and Quality Management
Program invites you to join us for an outreach and educational workshop!
When:
Thursday September 20, 2018 10:00am – 3:30pm

Where:
Farm Credit Services Southwest Ag Center, 485 Business Park Way, Imperial, CA 92251

Who Can Attend:
Anyone producing eggs or anyone interested in producing eggs that resides in Imperial, San Diego,
Riverside and San Bernardino counties.

What:
Info for Egg Producers, Intro to Chickens, Biosecurity, Hands on Candling Exercise, Poultry Disease,
Egg Quality
RSVP: (916) 900-5090 by Sep 17, 2018
Please RSVP to receive take home materials
and Certificate of Completion.
Drop in’s welcome upon available space.

Egg Safety & Quality Management
Presented by:
Jenna Celigija
Rebecca McCallister

Ginny Carlson
Kathryn Azarvand

Egg Safety and Quality Management Resources can be found at our link below
ESQM Link: cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/mpes/esqm.html

