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COMMUNICATIONS

The Asian citrus psyllid 
and Huanglongbing have 
decimated the Florida citrus 

industry, causing over a 70% decline 
in production in just 10 years at cost 
$7.8 billion and 7,513 jobs. To date, 
the disease has been discovered in 
California in 25 Los Angeles area citrus 
trees.

“Since the first Asian citrus 
psyllid was detected in 2009, the 
California citrus industry has known 
that this battle will be lost or won in 
the backyards of homes in Southern 
California,” says Joel Nelsen, 
president of the citrus growers’ trade 
association California Citrus Mutual.

The Asian citrus psyllid is 
endemic in Southern California and 
is steadily spreading into commercial 
production areas in Ventura and 
the Central Valley. Now more than 
ever, growers and PCAs must work 
together to control Asian citrus 
psyllid populations to prevent HLB 
from spreading into commercial 
citrus groves.

“This is an all-hands-on-deck 
crisis,” says Nelsen. “Stopping the 
spread of HLB is the number one 
objective for the California citrus 
industry, and that means taking all 

measures necessary to control the 
spread of ACP.”

One critical line of defense is 
to monitor trees in residential areas 
that neighbor commercial groves. 
However, the industry is concerned 
with the increasing number of citrus 
trees that are not being treated or 
have been abandoned.

“These abandoned trees 
threaten the entire citrus industry 
in our state, as they can serve as 
reservoirs for the psyllid and HLB,” 
says Nelsen. “We need residential tree 
owners to learn about this threat and 
partner with commercial growers to 
save California citrus.”

A new initiative by the citrus 
industry hopes to solve this problem 
one tree at a time.

The Abandoned Citrus Tree 
(ACT) removal program, managed 
by California Citrus Mutual with 
support from Bayer CropScience, 
aims to identify and remove 
abandoned citrus trees that are 
not properly managed and may be 
infested with the Asian citrus psyllid. 
To date, the program has removed 
over 300 trees and is currently 
working to remove several more acres 
in Ventura County.

Another complication lies in the 
fact that many residential properties, 
particularly in areas like Ventura 
County, contain more than 25 trees, 
which the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture classifies 
as commercial, and therefore not 
eligible for the state's coordinated 
residential treatment program. In 
most cases homeowners with two 
to three acres of citrus may not be 
properly treating for the psyllid for 
various reasons.

California Citrus Mutual is 
asking growers and PCAs to report 
these types of properties to the ACT 
program.

“Growers and PCAs are 
working hard to protect commercial 
citrus groves,” says Nelsen, “But, 
a growing number of abandoned 
citrus trees that are left untreated are 
undercutting these efforts.”

Pest Control Advisers and 
growers are urged to submit 
information about abandoned citrus 
trees online at www.citrusmatters.us.

The Asian citrus psyllid and 
Huanglongbing (HLB) are a death 
sentence for California citrus – but 
by working together we can save our 
citrus trees. T

Help Save California Citrus – 
Report Abandoned Trees
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